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Fun Events 
 

Puget Creek 
Restoration Work 

2nd Saturday of  

each month 

9:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

Meet at  

3505 North Alder Way. 

Parking available along 
Ruston Way and west side 
of Alder. Walk half of a 
block on N. Alder Way  

to the entrance to  

Puget Park.  

Look for PCRS banner.  

We will provide 
refreshments, work boots, 

and gloves. 

Community Service 1 

Brazilian Elodea 1 

Calling Future Board 
Members 3 

Join PCRS! 4 

This issue 

I found about Puget Creek Restoration 
from United Way when I was inquiring 
about some non-profit organizations to do 
some community service hours. The 
reason I have to do this community 
service work is because I was charged 
with and DUI in 1999 and received 46 
hours of community service work. I 
completed the community service work 
with the Salvation Army in 2000. After 
completing all the court ordered 
requirements, I thought everything was 
taken care of. Two weeks ago when I was 
taking care of some things, I contacted the 
El Paso County courthouse in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado and they informed me 
that they had never received the 
paperwork showing that I had completed 
the community service. After three days 
of searching through the records they 
called me back and said they could not 
locate any of the paperwork.  It is really 

frustrating that when somebody else 
loses the paperwork it is still my fault, 
but everything is for a good cause and 
that I would just complete the hours 
again. 

What does community service mean to 
me? Community service is for the 
community and it is work or time 
given back to the community. There 
are a lot people that give many hours 
to the community and that is such a 
great thing. Then there are many 
more people that give nothing and 
care to give nothing until it is them 
who need something. There is nothing 
wrong with giving a little bit of your 
time to  help out non-profit 
organizations. There are so many 
organizations that would not be 
around today if it weren’t for people 
giving there time and knowledge to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Community Service 
by Scott Swanson 

Summer 2008 

Brazilian elodea is a popular aquarium 
plant that can be found for sale in most 
pet shops, usually under the name 
Anacharis, although the sale of this 
plant in Washington is illegal. The 
trouble starts when Brazilian elodea is 
accidentally or deliberately introduced 
into lakes and ponds. The characteris-
tics that make Brazilian elodea a good 
aquarium plant also make it a nui-
sance plant outside of an aquarium. 
Brazilian elodea forms dense mono-
specific stands that restrict water 

movement, trap sediment, and cause 
fluctuations in water quality. Brazil-
ian elodea is a submersed, freshwater 
perennial herb, generally rooted on 
the bottom in depths of up to 20 feet 
or drifting. It is found in both still 
and flowing waters, in lakes, ponds, 
pools, ditches, and quiet streams. It 
tends to form dense nonspecific 
stands that can cover hundreds of 
acres. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Brazilian Elodea, an invasive, non-native fresh water plant 

by Andrew Butac 
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help out the organization. There are 
so many organizations that with the 
help of volunteers make people or 
places in need get the extra help they 
need to survive. It does not bother me 
at all that I have to do these 
community service hours again; it is 
going to an organization where I 
enjoy working. 

I have always been interested in the 
outdoors and making sure everything 
will still be there when it comes time 
for my grandkids to go out there and 
enjoy the outdoors. Not enough 
people today take enough, or any at 
al l ,  interest in saving the 
environment or any of the elements 
that go with it. Too many people care 
about their immediate needs or 
wants and do not care about the 
future of certain items. That is not 
the case for me; I take interest in the 
future of parks. 

After being informed by the United 
Way about Puget Creek Restoration, 
I knew right away that this would be 
some place that would interest me. I 
called Scott at Puget Creek 
Restoration and he explained what 
Puget Creek restoration was about. I 
asked him when I could come down 
there and get started. His response 
was that we are always doing 
something so you can come down 
when it is convenient for you. I told 
him I would be down there the very 
next day. 

Working with Scott has been a great 
experience for me. I started the first 
day at the office and he had me doing 
some computer work.  After 
completing the computer work, I was 
preparing for the next day and 
pairing up some gloves so that 
everyone would have a pair for the 
park project. Once I completed that 
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The Puget Creek Restoration  

Society protects, enhances, and 
restores the Puget Creek  

Watershed and similar streams,  
wetlands, and green spaces.  
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Tacoma, Washington 98402  
Phone: (253) 779-8890 
Email: pugetcreek@yahoo.com 
Website: www.pugetcreek.org 

Calling Future Board Members! 

If you are interested in filling a 
board position, please contact us 
for an application. Board meet-
ings are the third Monday of each 
month, at 6:30 p.m. 

mission, Scott asked if I ever used a 
microscope. I responded many years 
ago. He explained what I would be 
doing now is conducting sand lance 
sampling analysis. This entailed 
looking through a microscope into a 
little dish that had about a tablespoon 
of sand with some distilled water in 
with the sand. The sand in which I was 
looking was taken as a sample in 
December. The process was very 
tedious; I would look through the 
microscope into this dish looking for 
the eggs. It was explained that the 
process was to look at every space in 
the dish and then shake it up, move it 
around and look again. Do that five 
times and make sure you hit every 
area in the dish. I did see some 
interesting pieces of sand but did not 
find any eggs. I shook up the sand and 
tried again. I did not finish before I had 
to go home so we sealed of the dish so I 
could continue later and then called it 
a day. 

The next day I arrived at the office 
about ten minutes to eight and was 
informed that the University of Puget 
Sound students would not be able to 
make it. So Scott and I went to the 
park ourselves.  That day was a very 
interesting day. We started out by 
carrying boards to the wet area so we 
could walk on them and not damage 
the wetlands any more than we had to. 
After setting the boards, we went back 
to the shed, picked up some tools, and 
headed up the hill. We made a couple 
of trips up the hill with some tools 
before we went back to the shed to 
retrieve the new ladder section we 
would be placing. We took out old 
ladder sections that had been placed on 
the hillside and replaced them with a 
better built ladder sections. That day 
we replaced a total of five ladder 
sections, each time taking out the old 
ladder section, removing the rebar 
stakes that were holding the ladder 
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Brazilian elodea is a native to 
the central Minas Geraes re-
gion of Brazil and to the 
coastal areas of Argentina and 
Uruguay. Due to its popular-
ity as an aquarium plant, Bra-
zilian elodea has spread to 
many countries. The earliest 
report of Brazilian elodea in 
the United States was in Mill-
neck, Long Island, where the 
plant was collected in 1893. It 
was offered for sale in the 
United States in 1915, where 
it was recommended as a good 
“oxygenator” plant. In Kitsap 
County, this plant has been 
reported in Long Lake since the early 1970s. Brazil-
ian elodea infests many western Washington lakes 
and waterways scattered over a wide geographic 
area. In Washington State, local and state govern-
ment and lake residents spend thousands of dollars 
every year to manage Brazilian elodea infestations. 
The cost of the control project in Silver Lake, 
Cowlitz County, is over one million dollars. State 
officials in Oregon consider Brazilian elodea to be 
their worst aquatic plant problem. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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section in, and then securing all of that and heading 
down the hill, through the trail and back to the 
shed, securing a new ladder section and some new 
rebar stakes and back up the hill to place the new 
ladder section. Once finished with placing the 
ladder sections, we had to recover our tools and the 
boards we placed earlier and take all of it back to 
the shed. After locking up everything at the park we 
returned to the office. Once I returned to the office, I 
continued what I did not finish the day prior with 
the sand lance sampling analysis and once again I 
was not able to find any sand lance eggs. I then 
cleaned out the dish and called it a day. 

The next week I spent a lot of hours down at the 
creek. I started on Tuesday preparing the park for 
the upcoming events. We hauled some boards down 
to the planting site and placed a lot of boards on the 
trail so the wheel barrows will not sink into the 
mud. After setting all the boards in, we replanted 
some plants from flats into some pots because they 
were getting bigger. After replanting we moved 
everything back to the shed and called it a day. The 
next day I went back to the creek and we prepared 
some more by taking some trees to the planting site 
for the next day of planting. I also planted some 
bleeding hearts on the hillside along the road. On 
Thursday students from Pacific Lutheran 
University showed up and we planted the trees we 
set out the day before and after planting we 
removed some ivy from the hillside. On Friday, we 
started at the creek and prepared the site for some 
students from the YMCA to show up. The students 
never showed up but the teacher made it and she 
helped out for a little while. We once again prepared 
the planting site for the next day by taking some 
western hemlock and western cedar trees to the 
site. After a short day at the creek, I went back to 
the office and continued to work on the sand lance 
sampling analysis and made some buttons. On 
Saturday, we went back out to the creek and some 
students from the University of Puget Sound 
showed up to help. We started out by removing the 
salmon incubators from the creek and then headed 
back to the hill. Once we finally all got to the base of 
the hill we started removing ivy from the hillside. 
After removing some ivy we started to plant some 
trees. We planted all the hemlocks and cedars that 
we hauled there the day before and then started to 
return all the equipment back to the shed.  

The past week has been a great experience for me. I 
want to thank Scott at Puget Creek Restoration for all 
the things he has taught in the little time I was there. 
He really is a brilliant man and really enjoys what he 
does and is good at doing it. The past week has made 
me think even more about the restoration of parks. 
Upon the return from my upcoming deployment to 
Iraq I will definitely be volunteering my time to 
continue the restoration of Puget Creek Park. I will be 
looking forward to see the things that Scott and the 
great volunteers have done to the park. 

This photo shows Bra-
zilian elodea (Egeria 
densa) on the far right, 
in comparison to the 
native varieties (the 
smaller stems middle 
and left). Notice how 
robust the Brazilian 
variety (non-native) is 
compared with native 
elodea. 

THANK YOU 
Volunteers!  

Your work is essential to the restoration of 
the Puget Creek watershed.  

Thank you all new members and businesses 
that have participated with us. 
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Join the Puget Creek Restoration Society 
Note: The PCRS is a 501c(3) organization and your dues are tax deductible.  

Name:______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________ State:______________ Zip:____________________ 

Phone:__________________________  E-mail:______________________________________ 

Membership Dues   - Please choose one: 

____  Business - $50/year  

____  Family - $30/year 

____  Individual - $20/year   

____  Work nine or more volunteer hours 

____ Other 

Which of the following types of activities are you interested in?  Please check all that apply. 

 ____ Office work   ____ Research     

 ____ Restoration activities  ____ Education/Outreach 

 ____ Legislative issues  ____ Salmon enhancement projects 

702 Broadway Suite 101 

Tacoma, WA 98402 


	Fun Events

	This issue

	Summer 2008

	Brazilian Elodea, an invasive, non-native fresh water plant

	by Andrew Butac

	Page #

	Page #



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



